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Summary
Single centre RCT in UK
Both groups 24 hrs bandage then either no stocking or 7 days full length class 2s 
Pain score first 10 days primary outcome
Venous Duplex at 6/12 to assess occlusion
Initial aim 350 patients (alpha 0.05; beta 0.9)
Revised to 214 ( same alpha, 80% power)
206 randomised of 460 eligible
Only half completed 6/12 followup
Overall lower VAS scores days 2 to 5 with compression
No difference in pain scores when patients having concurrent phlebectomies excluded
No difference in 6/12 occlusion rates
Talking Points
Attempts to answer relevant clinical question arising in a common vascular procedure
About 50% participants were men- may not be typical of venous procedure demographic
40% of patients approached refused to take part
Most frequent reason to refuse – wanted compression- suggests strong patient impression that compression is important
Less than 50% randomised patients completed 6/12 follow up- high attrition rate
Similar occlusion rates at 6/12 suggests compression not needed to ensure technical success
Pain score results suggest compression may help only if patient had phlebectomies
6/12 occlusion rates are lower than that reported in trials of endothermal vs other methods
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